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Dear Supporter,

We’re on the cusp of the holiday season and the new year. And we’re finishing
2025 strong. Here’s the latest.
 

 

 
 

News
 

 

And the winners are… Dr. Christina Megli, a high-risk obstetrician and assistant
professor at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, and Dr. Sarah
Morton, a neonatologist and assistant professor at Boston Children’s Hospital.
We announced the scientists as the recipients of the 2025 Basil O’Connor
Starter Scholar Research Awards earlier this month, presenting each woman
with $150,000 to pursue a distinctive research track. Dr. Megli will study the
role of macrophage immune cells in reducing inflammation and infection in
the amniotic sac in an effort to strengthen the cells’ defenses, reduce
inflammation, and prevent preterm birth. Dr. Morton’s research involves
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studying how supplemental prenatal progesterone works with the placenta to
grow higher birth weight babies in utero so she can better screen new drugs
that could best progesterone’s power to increase birth weights. 

Read the press release here.
 

 

Blog
 

 

The last blog of the year summarizes an elegant paper from March of Dimes
scientists aiming to learn more about preeclampsia by comparing it to another
placental disorder called placenta accreta. The unique comparison, which saw
scientists from the March of Dimes Prematurity Research Center (PRC) at the
University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) compare genetic data from
women with preeclampsia to genetic data from women with placenta accreta,
uncovered the involvement of four new genes never before linked to
preeclampsia. And the most interesting part? The genes were linked with the
uterus, an organ not traditionally believed to be involved in the condition. The
research expands the focus of preeclampsia research past the placenta, long
understood by scientists as the key organ involved in the development of the
disease, and into the uterus. It also opens the door to the identification of a
biomarker that could identify women at risk of early onset preeclampsia. 

Read the blog here.
 

 

Podcast
 

 

This month, we’re featuring not one, not two, but three new MODCASTS.
Here’s the rundown:

Today, we released two December episodes about our new Texas PRC. Each
episode features an interview with a PRC principal investigator. 

Listen here to the episode with Dr. Catherine Spong, who leads the group at
UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. Or watch here.
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Listen here to the episode with Dr. Ramkumar Menon, who leads the group at
The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. Or watch here.
 

 

And finally, late last month we released a MODCAST with Dr. Lynne Sykes from
our Imperial College London PRC discussing her exciting new paper linking
blood type and preterm birth risk. 

Listen or watch the latest episode now.
 

 

Publications
 

 

Cervicovaginal microbiome alters transcriptomic and chromatin accessibility
signatures across cervicovaginal epithelial barriers

Climate Change and Reproductive Health

That’s all for December. See you in 2026 - and Happy New Year!

Dr. Emre Seli
Chief Scientific Advisor
March of Dimes
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