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Dear Supporter,

It's November and the Northeast is feeling the chill, but the heat is still on in
our laboratories and headquarters. We've been busy. Here’s the brief.

Monthl
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News

Late last month, | joined March of Dimes President and CEO Cindy Rahman in
Texas to launch our newest endeavor: The Texas Collaborative Prematurity
Research Center (PRC). This PRC brings scientists from The University of Texas
Medical Branch (UTMB) at Galveston and UT Southwestern Medical Center in
Dallas into our PRC network. The new centers will focus on two areas: studying
preterm birth through a cutting-edge in-vitro cell culture and drug validation
system called pregnancy-on-a-chip (UTMB) and gaining invaluable new
insights about how nutrition and socioeconomic factors shape pregnancy
outcomes in one of the nation’s busiest delivery networks (UT Southwestern).
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And today, the principal investigators of the Texas Collaborative, Dr. Catherine
Spong from UT Southwestern and Dr. Ramkumar Menon from UTMB, will join
the principal investigators from our five other centers at the PRC Research
Symposium at our HQ in Virginia. This brings everyone together in one place
to collaborate and troubleshoot on a large scale.

Read the Texas Collaborative press release here and learn more about our
PRCs.

Blog

What do you get when you use ChatGPT to make a preterm birth research
version of itself? ChatPTB, of course. This month’s blog is about
ChatPreTermBirth, a new March of Dimes artificial intelligence (Al) assistant
that functions just like ChatGPT—except it only answers questions about
preterm birth. Created by researchers at the March of Dimes PRC at the
University of California, San Francisco (UCSF), the assistant responds to
questions by pulling information from research papers across the March of
Dimes Prematurity Research Center (PRC) network.

Read the latest blog to learn more.

Podcast

Didn’t read last month’s featured blog? Watch the scientist at the center of the
blog talk about her research in our featured MODCAST. Here's a reminder: Dr.
Wendy Kuohung, this year’s March of Dimes Discovery Grant recipient, is
searching for new drug compounds that could prevent the development of
preeclampsia caused by APOL1 genetic variants, which evolved to protect
against Trypanosoma parasites transmitted by the tsetse fly in Sub-Saharan
Africa.

Hear Dr. Kuohung talk about the work or watch the latest episode.
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Transcriptomic comparison of early onset preeclampsia and placenta accreta
identifies inverse trophoblast and decidua functions at the maternal-fetal
interface

Narratives of Mistreatment and Coercion in Maternity Care: An Interpretive
Description Qualitative Analysis

A Prospective Birth Cohort Study on the Association Between Cord Blood
Acylcarnitine Profile and Childhood Risk of Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder and Autism Spectrum Disorder

That'’s all for now. See you at the end of the year—and Happy Thanksgiving!

Dr. Emre Seli
Chief Scientific Advisor
March of Dimes
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