Dear Supporter,

Happy fall. Here’s your September brief.
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March of Dimes has arrived on the national artificial intelligence (Al) stage.
Late last month, the National Science Foundation (NSF) announced that
vaginal microbiome data from the March of Dimes Database for Preterm Birth
Research was one of ten datasets chosen for a competitive Al pilot program
aimed at advancing the nation’s Al workforce. The data’s inclusion into the
pilot further opens it up to computational experts around the world to fuel
new research breakthroughs around preterm birth. The prestigious distinction
also highlights the caliber of the organization’s research and its leadership in
harnessing Al to study preterm birth.


https://pages.marchofdimes.org/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=ODY3LVBLUi01NzEAAAGc8oNBciaxaiDyHJYVtIQv09uWIsJ9NdRBKn1i6SpvpAfzt0KyPdO5ojlUB144-T35yU7iD-0A0U35aQQrV9ox4Yq83A

Read more about the Al pilot and this powerful dataset, containing_ more than
3,500 vaginal swab samples from over 1,200 pregnant individuals gathered
across our March of Dimes Prematurity Research Centers (PRCs).

Awards

There’s still time to nominate the next March of Dimes Richard B. Johnston, Jr.,
MD Prize winner. Our lifetime achievement award in scientific and medical
achievement in the field of prenatal development, pregnancy, and birth, the
Prize is our most sought-after award. To date, eight Prize recipients have gone
on to win the Nobel Prize.

Learn more about the Prize and nominate a potential winner for 2026.

Also in the final weeks of accepting nominations is the Agnes Higgins Award in
Maternal-Fetal Nutrition, which closes October 17. The award recognizes
distinguished achievement in research, education, or clinical services in
pregnancy nutrition.

Learn more about the award and consider nominating a trailblazing leader.

Blog

Scientists at our Imperial College London Prematurity Research Center have
just published a highly anticipated paper that links blood type, reproductive
history, and spontaneous preterm birth risk. Our latest blog details the paper’s
findings, which showed that depending on a woman'’s birth and gynecological
history, her blood group type (A, B or O) can raise or lower her risk of
delivering early without warning. This means that one day in the future, blood
type may be part of a risk assessment tool for spontaneous preterm birth.

Read out latest blog.

Podcast
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If you want to be educated and entertained, don’t miss our latest MODCAST,
featuring UC San Diego sugar biologist Lars Bode. As the founding director of
the Human Milk Institute at UC San Diego, Dr. Bode shares his passion about
human milk, also known as breast milk. He is especially focused on the
protective power of HMOs, or human milk oligosaccharides, natural sugars
which fuel good gut bacteria, ward off disease, and may offer health benefits
for people of all ages.

Watch the latest episode or listen to it now.

Publications

Breastfeeding_in Mothers With Type 1 Diabetes: Impact of Maternal Glycemia
on Breast Milk Composition

A Simple Data-Driven Dietary Pattern Associated with Lower Risk for Adverse
Pregnancy Outcomes

Platelet-Associated microRNAs as Markers of Aspirin Response and Pregnancy
Outcome in Pregnancies at High-Risk for Preeclampsia

That's it for now. See you in October.

Dr. Emre Seli
Chief Scientific Advisor
March of Dimes
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