Dear Supporter,

Last week we officially entered summer. Here’s your June brief.

Awards

Earlier this month, we opened nominations for our March of Dimes Discovery
Research Grants, available to established scientists proposing translational
research with the potential to save lives.

Learn more or apply for the grants.

Blog

A recent paper in Nature Medicine from scientists at our Prematurity Research
Center (PRC) at Stanford is the focus of our latest blog. And it's a good one—
about using Al to predict the best IV nutrition for preterm newborns. Using the
medical records of thousands of preterm newborns, our Stanford team trained
an algorithm to predict which nutrients, and in what quantities, are best for
individual preterm newborns as they grow by IV feeding. What’s more, the
algorithm found that the Al-suggested prescriptions resulted in fewer
complications for preterm newborns than doctor-suggested prescriptions.

Read the latest blog.

Podcast



https://pages.marchofdimes.org/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=ODY3LVBLUi01NzEAAAGbHuq-NShARrYzGd5VVspOqb-CG3IpocI4shMBtAdRm_wnrd1WTAEuocLCRzUB1muI7_fo3BXTai5jP_4-Txey0KeoTA
https://www.marchofdimes.org/our-work/research/grants-awards/discovery-research-grants?srcCode=GRSGENEM2506CNT00123001&utm_source=modemail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025rd&utm_content=em-nat-2025rd-2025-06-23-ebriefjune&mkto=em-nat-2025rd-2025-06-23-ebriefjune-SRCGRSGENEM2506CNT00123001
https://www.marchofdimes.org/stanford-prc-uses-ai-to-find-best-iv-nutrition-preterm-newborns?srcCode=GRSGENEM2506CNT00123001&utm_source=modemail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025rd&utm_content=em-nat-2025rd-2025-06-23-ebriefjune&mkto=em-nat-2025rd-2025-06-23-ebriefjune-SRCGRSGENEM2506CNT00123001

Our latest MODCAST guest is one of the greats. Dr. Diana Bianchi is a former
March of Dimes Basil O’'Connor Starter Scholar Research Award winner and
one of the world’s leading physician-scientists using genetic and genomic
approaches to study prenatal diagnosis of genetic disease in babies. She
discusses the ability of prenatal testing to detect maternal cancer, her
contributions to the discovery of microchimerism, a potential prenatal
therapeutic for Down syndrome, and whether the subjects in Vermeer's
paintings were pregnant.

This is a must listen - check it out here.

Publications

Looking Beyond the Individual: The Impact of Neighbourhood on Gestational
Diabetes

CuddleCard: Protocol for a randomized controlled trial evaluating the effect of
providing financial support to low-income mothers of preterm infants on
parental caregiving_in the neonatal intensive care unit (NICU)

That'’s all for now. See you in July.

Dr. Emre Seli
Chief Scientific Advisor
March of Dimes
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