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Dear Supporter,

It's May. Here’s your brief.

Resear
Brief

News

Today, in my role as March of Dimes’ Chief Scientific Advisor, | had the honor
of delivering the keynote presentation at the annual meeting of the American
Society for Reproductive Immunology (ASRI) in Minnesota. My presentation
highlighted our mission to advance maternal and infant health, the
translational science strategy driving that mission forward, and the grant
mechanisms fueling groundbreaking research. | also shared some of the
remarkable scientific advances we've supported over the last five years—from
a test to assess preeclampsia risk to another that identifies those at risk of
preterm birth based on bacteria and inflammation in their vaginal microbiome.

Those details matter. They reflect real progress. But they weren’t the heart of
my message.

What | truly wanted the audience to hear was this: March of Dimes is a
powerful force in maternal and infant health. We ask tough scientific questions
—and we find answers. Our scientists are among the best. Our track record is
strong. And our determination is unwavering.

If listeners walked away thinking, "They're here to stay," then they understood
exactly what | meant. Because after over 85 years of scientific leadership, our
best work is still ahead of us.
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Learn more about our work.

Awards

On May 12, we opened the nomination window for our lifetime achievement
award, the March of Dimes Richard B. Johnson, Jr., MD Prize, which honors a
remarkable scientist who has profoundly advanced the science around
prenatal development, pregnancy, and birth. This year’s winner was Prof.
Dennis Lo, who discovered cell-free fetal DNA and invented Non-Invasive
Prenatal Testing (NIPT).

Learn how to nhominate the 2026 winner.

In just a few days, on May 30, we close the application portal for the March of
Dimes Basil O’'Connor Starter Scholar Research Awards, which support rising
star researchers in the early years of their independent research careers.

Visit the award portal.

Finally, we open the nomination portal for our March of Dimes Discovery
Research Grants on June 9. The grants are for established scientists looking to
conduct pivotal translational research that could one day change the field.

Learn more about the grants.

Blog

This month’s blog focuses on a new capability from scientists at the March of
Dimes Prematurity Research Center (PRC) at Stanford: the ability to generate
synthetic biological data from Al. With the new model, researchers can take
Electronic Medical Records (EMRs) containing information about millions of
women's lives and generate protein-related data for each woman. That data
offers insights about a myriad of bodily processes, including inflammation,
that could quickly and affordably result in the identification of a future
biomarker for the prediction of preterm birth.

Read our latest blog.

Podcast

Our latest MODCAST is about iron in pregnancy, and the mysteries this
micronutrient holds. Peeling back the layer of secrecy is leading micronutrient
expert Dr. Kimberly O’Brien, a Professor of Human Nutrition at Cornell
University and the 2025 recipient of the March of Dimes Agnes Higgins Award
in Maternal-Fetal Nutrition. She discusses what we know—and don't know—
about iron requirements, metabolism, and use in pregnancy.
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Listen now.

Publications

Maternal socioeconomic and physical activity level in pregnancy is associated
with offspring's sport-related physical activity at age 14 years in a Danish
prospective cohort study

Impact of Unfortified Human Milk, Fortified Human Milk, and Preterm Formula
Intake on Body Composition at Term in Very Preterm Infants: Secondary
Analysis of the PREMFOQOD Trial

Mode of delivery predicts postpartum maternal leukocyte telomere length

That’s it for this month. See you in June.

Dr. Emre Seli
Chief Scientific Advisor
March of Dimes
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