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The March of Dimes Office of Government Affairs celebrated legislative
victories improving maternal and infant health policy issues in
Washington, DC and around the country.

Federal achievements

+ Enacted into law:

o The Maternal and Child Health Stillbirth Prevention Act clarifies funding through the Maternal and
Child Health Services Block Grant may be used for stillbirth prevention activities.

o The MOMS Who Serve Act requires the Department of Defense to pilot a program assessing the
impact of prevention programs for perinatal mental health conditions to pregnant and postpartum
members and their families.

o The Emergency Medical Services for Children Program Reauthorization Act extends grant
programs helping emergency medical services care for children.

« March of Dimes also led the advancement of other key policies in Congress:

o The reauthorization of the PREEMIE Act was supported by a March of Dimes-led coalition of
approximately 150 organizations.

o The Preventing Maternal Deaths Act strengthens and expands federal support for Maternal
Mortality Review Committees to identify maternal deaths and analyze contributing factors.

o The NIH IMPROVE Act will continue to fund the IMPROVE initiative through the Eunice Kennedy
Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.

o The Senate unanimously passed the Connected Maternal Online Monitoring (MOM) Act, providing
Medicaid coverage recommendations for remote monitoring devices.

o The BABES Enhancement Act unanimously passed the Senate and would require hygienic handling
of breast milk and baby formula by TSA and screening personnel.

« March of Dimes advanced key achievements with the Administration, including establishment of
the first baseline federal requirements for maternal emergency and obstetric services in hospitals,
extension of Medicaid postpartum coverage in 46 states (plus DC and USVI), and other activities to
improve access to and the quality of care for pregnant people.

+  We advocated for a CMS rule aimed at reducing maternal mortality and advancing health equity for
birthing people and their children.

«  March of Dimes supported Health Resources and Services Administration’s $15 million in
investments over the next four years to strengthen care, improve maternal health, and reduce
disparities in rural communities.

State achievements

«  Provided for corn masa flour fortification with folic acid to reduce stillbirth and
birth defects in California.

+  Supported passage of Maternal Mortality Review funding in Alabama and reform in Arizona to
inform recommendations for the prevention of maternal death.

+ Removed barriers and protocols related to postpartum depression treatment needs in Louisiana.

+ Passed new law requiring enhanced maternal mental health screenings in California.

+  Secured Maternal Mobile Health funding inclusion in the South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control budget in the state appropriations bill.

+ Required healthcare providers to screen women for signs and symptoms of hypertension and
preeclampsia during the prenatal and postpartum period in Louisiana.



+  Supported enactment of California Dignity in Pregnancy and Childbirth Act.

« Incorporated Momnibus legislation concepts into a Kentucky public health bill to address concepts of
a maternal and infant health collaborative.

»  Provided coverage of remote technologies in Virginia and Tennessee in collaboration with Philips.

« Passed comprehensive maternal health legislation in Massachusetts to expand birth centers, address
racial disparities and maternal mental health, and integrate midwifery.

« Passed law calling for Louisiana Department of Health to develop a plan to increase Medicaid
reimbursement rates to 100% of Medicare rates.

« Passed Tennessee's first-in-the-nation diaper initiative, which covers the cost of diapers for children
under the age of two for state Medicaid recipients.

«  Provided for regulatory policies to cover reimbursement for doulas, group prenatal care, and human
donor milk in Arizona.

+ Included doulas and community health workers as case managers for reimbursement of services under
the Children and Pregnant Women program in Texas.

« Continued the strong record of accomplishment in New Jersey with the enactment of new
requirements for personalized postpartum care plans, pregnancy loss, stillbirth.

+ Implemented March for Change on Capitol Hill and in 13 states resulting in over 360 advocates meeting
with legislators. An additional 400 advocates wrote 1,200 letters to legislators.

«  The 5th Annual Cindy Pellegrini Advocacy Day involved March of Dimes advocates and clinicians from
Nemours Children’s Health and Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, meeting with
approximately 65 House and Senate offices.

» Hosted virtual events for advocates to share insight into the election results and meet March of Dimes’
Interim President and Chief Executive Officer and Interim Chief Medical Officer.

«  Over 2,700 advocates joined March of Dimes’ Advocacy Network.

»  March of Dimes advocates sent over 14,000 letters written to federal and state legislators.




