FROM OUR
EVENT CO-CHAIRS
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
Welcome to the March of Dimes
Construction & Transportation Awards
Virtual Luncheon. Today, we honor those in
the construction and transportation industry
who have demonstrated exceptional
achievement both in their respective fields
and within the local community.
Kendra Dinkins
Taylor Electric Company

This marks the 26th year that our industry
has come together in support of March of
Dimes. Though we are not able to gather in
person, your support helps fund research,
lead programs and educate our community
so that all moms and babies are healthy.
The U.S. is among the most dangerous
developed nations for childbirth—and that’s
during the best of times. Now during the
global health emergency, moms and babies
face even greater risks.

Tara Szwabowski
John Burns Construction
Company

Thank you for helping families be healthy
and strong today and for generations to
come!
Kendra Dinkins and Tara Szwabowski
Co-Chairs, 2020 Construction &
Transportation Awards

Construction Award
Bear Chicago
Old Chicago Main Post Office
Transportation Award
Chicago Department of Transportation
Navy Pier Flyover

Leadership in the Private Sector Award
Dr. Suzet McKinney
Illinois Medical District
Professional Services Award
LeeAnn Tomas-Foster
Arcadis
Rufus Taylor Award

Nosa Ehimwenman
Bowa Construction

Bree Andrews, MD, The University of Chicago Medicine
Deb Armstrong, D. Armstrong Advisory
Kim Byas, American Hospital Association
Kyle Daddio, FTI Consulting
Andrew Dahle, PwC
Meena Datta, Sidley Austin
Tina DeGustino, BMO Harris Bank
Miguel d’Escoto, Portage Park Consultants
Kendra Dinkins, Taylor Electric Company
Amy Fields, The Earl & Bettie Fields Foundation
Daniel Fields, Fields Auto Group
Barry Finn, Rush Copley Medical Center
Karri Friedenberger
Kirk Friedenberger, Publicis Sapient
Edward Gallagher, TCF Bank
Melissa Gonzales, Medela, Inc.
Thomas Iannucci, MD, Advocate Medical Group
Rashard Johnson, Advocate Trinity and South Suburban Hospitals
Jason Josko, PwC
Jennifer Kernan
Pat Kernan, Cardinal Capital Management
Tom Koltun, Kolcraft Enterprises, Inc.
Bob Kruchten, Extreme Reach
Chris LaPorta, ATG Trust Company
Rodney Lewis, Polsinelli
Kye Martin, NBC 5 Chicago
Brent Minor
Gwen Moore, Johnson Moore
Matt Newman, TCF Bank
Meredith Oliver, CBRE
Mike Perry, CIBC
Andrea Rodbro, KPMG
Susie Rosenberg, Northwestern Medicine
Kimberly Slaughter, HNTB
Dan Stiles, Wintrust Financial
Alan Weber, Peoples Gas & North Shore Gas

Kendra Dinkins, Taylor Electric Company
Tara Szwabowski, John Burns Construction Company

Don Biernacki, Related Midwest
Eileen Chin, R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc.
Joe Cushing, Cushing
Fred d’Escoto, d’Escoto, Inc.
Kevin Fuhr, Hanson Professional Services, Inc.
Jack Hartman, SDI
Stephanie Hickman, Trice Construction Company
Rashod Johnson, Ardmore Roderick
Tom Johnson, Better Business Bureau of Chicago and
Northern IL
Ron Kaminski, HBK Engineering, LLC
Ryan Kennedy, Joel Kennedy Constructing Corp.
Sara Knight, Strata Earth Services
Jon Leach, Chico & Nunes, P.C.
Rozmene Makhani, SQN Associates, LLC
Larry Mix, F.H. Paschen
Maureen O’Gara-Jung, Broadway Electric
Peter Ousley, d’Escoto, Inc.
Kimberly Slaughter, HNTB
Brien Spoden, DSP Insurance Services
Cherryl Thomas, Ardmore Roderick
Alan Weber, Peoples Gas & North Shore Gas
Anne Bigane Wilson, Bigane Paving Co.

Arcadis · Bear Construction · Clayco
Electric Conduit Construction
John Burns Construction Company
Skyline Management Group · Strata Earth Services
Taylor Electric Company

Ardmore Roderick · Bigane Paving Co.
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd
d’Escoto, Inc. · F.H. Paschen
INTREN · Lakeside Bank · Market Contracting Services, Inc.
Muller + Muller · NPL · Reliable Asphalt
R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc. · SQN Associates, LLC

Ed Curran has a varied background in
broadcasting and is comfortable
covering a news story, doing a talk
show or forecasting the weather. A
native Chicagoan, Ed’s entire career
has been right here in his home
town. Although he’s done a wide
range of stories for radio and TV, Ed’s
specialties are science and
technology. A meteorologist at
WBBM-TV in Chicago, he has been
awarded the American
Meteorological Society’s Certified
Broadcast Meteorologist (CBM)
designation.
As March of Dimes supporters, Ed
and his family are all too familiar with
the March of Dimes mission. His
granddaughter, Hayley, was born at
almost 31 weeks and spent time in
the NICU.
Ed lives in the northwest suburbs
with his wife Monica, son Jeff and
their dog. Ed’s daughter, Jessica, is
married and lives in the Chicago area.

After its closure in 1996, Chicago’s Old Post Office sat dormant for two long
decades. Previous owners proposed grand plans that eventually went
nowhere. Meanwhile, continued neglect allowed the building to fall into a
nearly irreparable state of repair. Luckily. it was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 2001, ensuring that it be saved from destruction.
In 2016, the 601W Companies purchased the building and enlisted BEAR
Construction Company to begin immediate repairs to the building, while the
long term plans for the building were finalized. By late 2016, the building was
stabilized and a 3-year program to rehabilitate the property into one of
Chicago’s premiere business addresses was well underway. BEAR
Construction Company oversaw the installation of over half a billion dollars of
work including all new mechanical infrastructure, thousands of new windows,
façade repairs and class leading tenant amenities, including an 80,000 SF
conference/lounge/fitness center and a rooftop park totaling 3.5 acres
complete with tennis and basketball courts.
BEAR Construction Company is honored to have been the general contractor
selected for this historic project and will forever be proud of their part in the
rebirth of this iconic Chicago building.

The Navy Pier Flyover is an elevated path for safer walking and biking along
the Lakefront Trail near Navy Pier – one of the most heavily used portions of
the 18.5 mile trail. The dedicated bike and pedestrian path will extend from
the Chicago River Bridge to Jane Addams Park and provide a safer and scenic
alternative to several congested intersections along the Lakefront Trail. The
path will also include stairs and ground-level entrance and exit points for easy
access.
A milestone in phase two was completed June 2019 with the successful
installation of the Flyover’s structural steel spine over the Ogden Slip. The
path extension will connect via a temporary bridge to the existing Lakefront
Trail on the lower level of Lake Shore Drive north of the Chicago River Bridge.
The third phase of construction focuses on the portion of the Flyover across
the Chicago River. In this phase, crews are rehabilitating the movable bridge
over the Chicago River to accommodate the widened Lakefront Trail path. In
addition to the improvements to the Lakefront Trail, structural rehabilitation
of the lower roadway, electrical controls and mechanical systems will be
completed.
The most critical section of the Navy Pier Flyover is now open. This major
milestone means pedestrians and bikers on the Lakefront Trail no longer have
to cross busy roadways in that area.

Dr. Suzet M. McKinney currently serves as CEO/Executive Director of the
Illinois Medical District. The Illinois Medical District (IMD), a 24/7/365
environment that includes 560 acres of medical research facilities, labs, a
biotech business incubator, universities, raw land development areas, four
hospitals and more than 40 healthcare related facilities, is one of the largest
urban medical districts in the United States. Dr. McKinney is the former
Deputy Commissioner of the Bureau of Public Health Preparedness and
Emergency Response at the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH),
where she oversaw the emergency preparedness efforts for the Department
and coordinated those efforts within the larger spectrum of the City of
Chicago’s Public Safety activities, in addition to overseeing the Department’s
Division of Women and Children’s Health.
Dr. McKinney holds her Doctorate degree from the University of Illinois at
Chicago School of Public Health, with a focus on preparedness planning,
leadership and workforce development. She received her Bachelor of Arts in
Biology from Brandeis University (Waltham, MA) where she was a Howard
Hughes Medical Institute Fellow. She received her Master of Public Health
degree (Health Care Administration) and certificates in Managed Care and
Health Care Administration from Benedictine University in Lisle, IL.

Ms. LeeAnn Tomas-Foster of Arcadis has more than 24 years of experience in
environmental program and project management work in the public and
private sector. In the public sector, Ms. Tomas-Foster oversaw multi-milliondollar environmental programs for prominent City of Chicago agencies
including the Public Building Commission and the Chicago Park District. Ms.
Tomas-Foster played a role in administering and transforming over 100
brownfield developments to new public uses in Chicago. In these previous
roles, she received numerous awards for her project and program work from
organizations such as Keep Chicago Beautiful, National Association of
Environmental Professionals, USEPA and the Illinois Governor’s office.
She currently serves as the Chicago City Executive for Arcadis, a leading
international natural and built asset design and consultancy firm. Her role
entails connecting Arcadis’ vast portfolio of services to the Chicago market
while improving the quality of life for its users.
Her philanthropic interests include participating in the Chicago Central Area
Committee’s 2020 Chicago Corridor Revitalization Initiative, the 2019 Central
Strategy for all of Chicago and the Metropolitan Planning Council’s Drinking
Water 1,2,3 Program. She has also worked side by side with the Friends of
the Chicago River on the creation of a Chicago River Watershed Council for
Chicago and collar counties to address stormwater issues.

Hard work and discipline are not unfamiliar to Nosa. Born in Nigeria, and
moving here at the age of 6, he watched his dad create a life for him and his
family.
It was during his childhood that Nosa realized that nothing was going to come
easy and that he would have to work for the life that he wanted – just as his
father did. Nosa’s father first stepped on American soil in 1988. He started his
career in the United States as a cab driver, and worked hard to break through
into Real Estate to progress his aspirations. Nosa recognized this effort, and
took heed from his father to work for something greater than himself.
In his early years Nosa served as a laborer, working on several residential
properties in Chicago while gaining a life-long passion for construction and a
focused work ethic. As an All-State and All-American athlete, Nosa committed
time to his athletic talents for competition events. That same level of
commitment easily transferred to his pursuits in Construction.
Nosa decided to forge his own path in the construction industry by starting
Bowa Construction, a Division of The Bowa Group. A deeper understanding of
his family’s history in construction was the inspiration for the mission of Bowa
Construction. The mission, “Creating Tomorrow’s Diverse Future, One Building
At A Time,” is his commitment to providing opportunities that impact the
future- the way his ancestors did over 500 years ago.

Like many expectant parents, Stelio and Maureen were excited
about starting their family. That changed when their baby, Michael,
arrived at only 32 weeks. Weighing just 4 pounds, 4 ounces, he spent
his first 42 days in a newborn intensive care unit (NICU).
It was a difficult time for the Frangopoulos family. The NICU can be
frightening and overwhelming for parents, especially when they
must leave each night without their baby.
After six weeks in the NICU, Michael was finally able to come home.
Today, he is five years old and loves to play soccer! Like Michael,
more than 380,000 babies are born preterm in the U.S. each year.
For more than 80 years, March of Dimes has empowered families to
get the best possible start, which is even more critical now during the
global COVID-19 pandemic.
“Serving as ambassador family and sharing our story lets us show our
gratitude for the work of March of Dimes that has helped so many
babies like Michael,” says Maureen. “We support March of Dimes as
they help get us closer to a world where no mom or dad has to
experience what we did.”

We believe that every baby deserves the best possible start.
When you support March of Dimes, you help us provide
programs and resources for moms and babies in
communities across the country.

During the virtual program, the speaker will call out donation
levels ($2,500, $1,000, $500, $250 and other). You may click
here to give online (Click “Help Fund the Mission”) or you can
text your donation!

How to Text your Fund the Mission Donation
Text the message below to 41444:
BABIES Your Donation Amount Your Name
Example: BABIES $1,000 John Smith
You will receive a reply message. Please confirm your
donation amount and enter your:
Name
Mobile Number
Email
Credit Card Information

These companies and individuals committed a generous
Fund the Mission gift prior to today’s event.
Ascent
Scott Becker
Block Electric
Bowa Construction
Broadway Electric
Kathleen Canino
Fred d’Escoto
Kendra Dinkins
Brian Donahue
Electrical Industry LMCC
Evan’s Electric, LLC
Stelio and Maureen Frangopoulos
Jack Hartman
Stephanie Hickman
John Burns Construction Company
David Mason
Peoples Gas
Tara Szwabowski
Alan Weber
Anne Bigane Wilson

March for Babies — Spring 2021
More than 15,000 family teams, corporate teams, hospitals and
sponsors throughout Chicagoland participate in this annual
fundraising walk.
Visit marchforbabies.org to learn more.

Construction & Transportation Awards — October 2021
This annual awards luncheon brings together leaders from the
construction, transportation and real estate industries to celebrate
success within the industry and community.
Visit marchofdimes.org/events/constructionandtransportation to
learn more.

Signature Chefs Auction Chicago — November 5, 2021
Join food enthusiasts, business leaders and health care providers
at this event that features high-end auction items and signature
dishes from some of the city’s most notable chefs.
Visit signaturechefs.org/Chicago to attend.

To stay up-to-date on the latest March of Dimes news, like us on
Facebook at facebook.com/marchofdimesIL and follow us on
Twitter and Instagram @marchofdimesIL.

